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Preface

Vii

major responsibility of the Department of

Education is to provide leadership and assis-

tance to administrators, parents, and staff in

their efforts to improve educational pro-
grams for all students, including students with visual
impairments. These guidelines have been developed
by the Special Education Division of the Department
to assist administrators, staff, and parents in improv-
ing the identification and assessment of students with
visual impairments and the planning and provision of
instruction and services to these students. The
guidelines will be a valuable tool in reform efforts at
the local and state levels, including challenge
schools, and in the development of a new statewide
service delivery and funding model for special
education.

Public education for students with visual impair-
ments in California has developed during more than
100 years, beginning with the establishment in 1860
of the California School for the Blind in San Fran-
cisco. The first public school program for students
with visual impairments was established in 1917; and
the integration of students into regular school pro-
grams began in 1924, with the establishment of
resource rooms for students with visual impairments
in elementary and secondary schools. Historically,
California has been recognized as a leader in the
education of students with visual impairments
through the innovative efforts of parents, staff, and
administrators. These guidelines were adapted and
published in 1989 by the American Foundation for
the Blind asProgram Planning andvaluation for
Blind and Visually Impaired Students: National
Guidelines for Educational Excellenead are used
extensively throughout the United States and in
countries around the world. We believe that this
document will assist those who are continuing the
efforts to meet federal and state legal requirements
and to realize the dream of Helen Keller “that every
blind child have an opportunity to receive a quality
education.”
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